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Carpenter and Joyner 

ready and willing to undertake all 
manner of carpenter’s or joyner’s 
work 

as he is a free man 
he promises that whoever shall please to 
employ him, shall find not only their work 
well done and handsomely finish’d, but 
with great fidelity, justice, and dispatch 

Their most humble Servant,  John Williams. 









Blackcraftspeople.org 



















Why the BCDA? 

If not us, then who?  
If not now, then when? 

 
John Lewis 





Liberatory Archive – “our work as community-based 
archivists does not end with the limits of our collection 
policies, but rather, it is an ongoing process of 
conceptualizing what we want the future to look like.” 
- Michelle Caswell 

1. To recognize and celebrate the contributions of black craftspeople to the diaspora 
2. To educate the public and facilitate conversations on the lives and experiences of black craftspeople 
3. To connect black craftspeople to place and the power of place 
4. To build community with the public and with contemporary black craftspeople 
5. To actively believe in our work and its ability to impact the future 



BCDA  

Primary and 
Secondary Sources 
 
- Layer the sources 
- Pay attention to VOICE 

Objects 
 
- Look beyond the 
beauty and traditional 
object study methods 
- Inclusive 
Interpretation 

Place 
 
- Go 
- Spatially center the 
presence and 
experiences of 
craftspeople  

The Context of Black Life 



Louisville Daily Courier, December 17, 1853 

Dudley C. Jones 

1850 US Census Record, Louisville, KY, 2nd District Louisville, Kentucky 
City Directory 

Sanborn Map,  
Louisville, Kentucky 





William Howard  

Writing Desk c.1870, William Howard, Minneapolis Institute of Art, 2012.11 



William Howard  

Fall Front Desk, c. 1870, William Howard,  
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, 2012.2.1 

Kirkwood Plantation “Scenes of Note in and Around Canton,” Clarion Ledger, 
March 25, 1934 

1870 United States Census, Camden, Madison County, Mississippi 



John Henry Carothers 



Promise Land, Dickson County, Tennessee 

Promise Land School 

St. John Methodist Church 



Frierson Chapel, Cooperstown, Tennessee 



Who made the object? 

When was the object made? 
Where was the object made?  

What were the craftsperson’s experiences? Who were the craftsperson’s relatives? 

What meaning does the object have in the past/present?  

Where did the craftsperson live? 

How is craft knowledge produced by black life? 

What is the object made of? 

What relationship did the craftsperson have 
with other craftspeople? 

How did this object impact the craftsperson’s reality? 

What skill/knowledge did the creation of this object require? 

How does the object currently 
speak to the craftsperson’s 
continuing presence?  

What can we learn from the object?  
Map of St. Stephen Parish, South Carolina c. 1773, Henry Mouzon. Duke University Libraries 

Who/what was the craftsperson’s community? Why was the object made? 

Who cleaned/cared for the object? 

For whom was the object made? 



South 
Carolina 

 
Tennessee 

 
Maryland 

North 
Carolina 
 
Georgia  
 
Alabama  



Encourage archives, museums, and historic sites 
to ask new questions 



Increase contributions and collaborations 



Community Engagement 
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